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Taste of Kent Awards 2026

Kent Food & Drink Innovation Award
	How to submit your entry
1. Complete all sections of this form that are marked with the red asterisk *
1. Email your completed form, your high-resolution logo, and any supporting documents to info@producedinkent.co.uk before the entry deadline.
1. Please use the subject line: TOKA 2026 Entry – Innovation Award – [Your Business Name]
1. Entry fee: £30 + VAT (Produced in Kent members) / £50 + VAT (non-members). Payment details will be confirmed on receipt of your entry.

	About this award
This award recognises Kent food and drink businesses that have made a genuine step change in the way they operate. It’s a whole-business award – not a category for a new product launch. We’re looking for businesses that have transformed something meaningful: their operations, their technology, their supply chain, their model, or their approach to their sector.
When you describe your innovation, focus on what changed, why it mattered, and what the evidence shows. Judges will be looking for scale and impact – not just the idea, but what it delivered.
A strong entry will also show that the innovation was achieved responsibly – with care for your team, your supply chain, and your environmental footprint. You don’t need to treat these as separate questions; weave them into your story where they’re relevant.
There are no strict word limits. The suggested lengths are a guide – use as much space as you need. We recommend reading through all questions before you start, so you can plan how to structure your answers.



YOUR BUSINESS
1.  Business name  *
	



2.  Contact name  *
	



3.  Job title
	


4.  Email address  *
	



5.  Phone number
	



6.  Business location (town or area)  *
e.g. Faversham, Thanet, Tonbridge
	



7.  Are you a Produced in Kent member?  *
	
	Yes

	
	No



YOUR INNOVATION
8.  Please provide a short description of your business  *
What do you make or do, and where are you based? Approx. 100 words.
	

	

	

	



9.  What is the innovation you’re entering, and what prompted it?  *
This award is about whole-business innovation – not a single product. Describe the change or transformation you’ve made, and what drove you to do it. Judges want to understand the scale and ambition of what you’ve done. Approx. 300 words.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	





10.  What has been the impact on your business?  *
Back this up with evidence – figures, data, links, or concrete examples. Judges are looking for proof that the innovation has made a real difference, whether that’s commercial, operational, or strategic. Approx. 300 words.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



11.  How does your innovation contribute to environmental sustainability?  
Has your innovation reduced your environmental impact, improved efficiency, changed how you source or package, or contributed to a more sustainable approach? If sustainability is central to your innovation, tell us how. If it’s less directly relevant, tell us what you’re doing more broadly. Approx. 200 words.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



12.  How does your business demonstrate responsible management?  
This might include how you manage your team, your values as a business, your governance or approach to risk, or any accreditations or certifications you hold. Approx. 200 words.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



13.  How do you engage with your community and supply chain?  
Tell us about your relationships across your supply chain – suppliers, buyers, partners – and how you engage with the wider community. Judges are looking for evidence of strong, mutually beneficial working relationships. Approx. 200 words.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



14.  Is there anything else you’d like the judges to know?
Optional – use this space if there is important context not covered above.
	

	

	

	



DECLARATION
By submitting this entry, I confirm that the information provided is accurate and truthful; that my business is based in Kent; that I understand if shortlisted I will be invited to a 1-2-1 interview with the judging panel; and that I agree to my business being promoted as a TOKA 2026 entrant across Produced in Kent and Taste of Kent Awards marketing channels.
	Name
	

	Signature
	

	Date
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